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Clinical trials that exclude the elderly from the study, owing to the possibility of harm, is based on which of 
the following ethical principles? 


Select one: 


Veracity % 


Non- v 


mallee Rose Wang (ID:113212) this answer is correct. Geriatric or pediatric patients are 


often not included due to the guiding principles of "doing no harm" or "preventing 
actions that can cause harm". 

Beneficence ® 

Autonomy * 


Marks for this submission: 1.0/1.0. 


TOPIC: Ethics 


LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 
To identify the appropriate ethical principle involved. 


BACKGROUND: 


Ethics is the science behind distinguishing between right and wrong in human behaviours. There are six main 
ethical principles in pharmacy practice. There is no set order with these principles and one principle does not 
override or take precedence over another. 


Autonomy is the principle that reflects on respecting the patient's choice or free will. This ethical principle 
should involve both a decision to choose and to refuse treatment or action such as dispensing. 


Beneficence is the principle of doing good or promoting the patient's best interest in the decision taken. 


Fidelity is the principle that states loyalty and keeping true to our words. This principle forms the basis of 
confidentiality as it is our loyal duty to retain personal and confidential information. 


Honesty/veracity is the fourth ethical principle which states we as medical professionals should tell the truth 
without deception or without an intention to mislead. 


Justice is a principle that reflects equity and fairness. This principle is important when looking at how we 
distribute resources and treatments. 


The last ethical principle involves non-maleficence. This includes doing no harm, preventing harm and 
removing a harm where possible. It is similar to beneficence or doing good for the patient but is an action to 
remove a negative from the patient. 


This case pertains to the principle of non-maleficence as the study designers are removing possible harm for 
the specific population. The elderly are more prone to side effects and medication interactions as they usually 
have a more thorough regimen than a younger study participant. 


RATIONALE: 
Correct Answer: 


* Non-maleficence - Geriatric or pediatric patients are often not included due to the guiding principles 
of “doing no harm" or "preventing actions that can cause harm". 


Incorrect Answers: 
© Veracity - Veracity is being truthful to patients, which is not applicable in this case. 


* Beneficence - A population left out of the study design is removing harm, not providing a beneficial 
action. This is the main difference between beneficence and non-maleficence. 


* Autonomy - Autonomy is respecting the patient's choice, which is not relevant to this case. 


TAKEAWAY/KEY POINTS: 


Non-maleficence is the principle of removing possible harm to avoid negative effects, Geriatric or pediatric 
patients are often not included because of the guiding principles of “doing no harm” or “preventing actions 
that can cause harm". 


REFERENCE: 


[1] The Canadian Bioethics Companion. Caring for Patients. http://canadianbioethicscompanion.ca/the- 
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canadian-bioethics-companion/chapter-2-the-doctor-patient-relationship/. 


[2] Winkelstein P, Byrd GD. A comparative analysis of moral principles and behavioral norms in eight ethical 
codes relevant to health sciences librarianship, medical informatics, and the health professions. J Med Libr 
Assoc. 2014; 102(4): 247-256. doi: 10.3163/1536-5050.102.4.006 


The correct answer is: Non-maleficence 


Ona Friday evening, you are approached by a patient who's medication supply has run out. The 
patient takes clopidogrel, metoprolol, atorvastatin and ramipril. Your clinic is in a small town and 
contacting the physician for a refill or going to a walk-in clinic are not viable options at this time. The 
pharmacist decides not to fill the medication due to legality. 


Which principle has been most violated? 


Select one: 


Non-maleficence wW 


Justice * 
Rose Wang (ID:113212) this answer is incorrect. Justice, which is the fair and equitable 
distribution of resources, benefits and harms is not a factor in this case. 

Fidelity% 

Veracity X 


Marks for this submission: 0.0/1.0. 
TOPIC: Ethics 


LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 
To identify the appropriate ethical principle involved. 


BACKGROUND: 


Ethics is the science behind distinguishing between right and wrong in human behaviours. There are six main 
ethical principles in pharmacy practice. There is no set order with these principles and one principle does not 
override or take precedence over another. 


Autonomy is the principle that reflects on respecting the patient's choice or free will. This ethical principle 
should involve both a decision to choose and to refuse treatment or action such as dispensing. 


Beneficence is the principle of doing good or promoting the patient's best interest in the decision taken. 


Fidelity is the principle that states loyalty and keeping true to our words. This principle forms the basis of 
confidentiality as it is our loyal duty to retain personal and confidential information. 


Honesty/veracity is the fourth ethical principle which states we as medical professionals should tell the truth 
without deception or without an intention to mislead. 


Justice is a principle that reflects equity and fairness. This principle is important when looking at how we 
distribute resources and treatments. 


The last ethical principle involves nonmaleficence. This includes doing no harm, preventing harm and 
removing harm where possible. 


In this particular case, the pharmacist refused to fill or provide an emergency supply (thus violating 
beneficence) but also failed to prevent harm (by not ensuring the continued supply of an important 
medication that prevents myocardial infarction). 


RATIONALE: 
Correct Answer: 


* Non-maleficence - Non-maleficence is violated if there was harm to the patient from not dispensing 
the medication. In this case, not taking the medication can lead to a myocardial infarction which is 


harmful. 


Incorrect Answers: 


e Justice - Justice, which is the fair and equitable distribution of resources, benefits and harms is not a 
factor in this case. 


© Fidelity - Fidelity which is the duty of loyalty and to honour one's promises is not a factor in this case. 


© Veracity - Veracity is not applicable in this case. 


TAKEAWAY/KEY POINTS: 


Non-maleficence is doing no harm, removing harm and preventing harm to the patient. In this case, it is 
dispensing an emergency supply to remove the harm of non-adherence to medications. 


REFERENCE: 


[1] The Canadian Bioethics Companion. Caring for Patients. http://canadianbioethicscompanion.ca/the- 
canadian-bioethics-companion/chapter-2-the-doctor-patient-relationship. 


[2] Winkelstein P, Byrd GD. A comparative analysis of moral principles and behavioural norms in eight ethical 
codes relevant to health sciences librarianship. medical informatics and the health professions. | Med Libr 
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Assoc. 2014; 102(4): 247-256. doi: 10.3163/1536-5050.102.4.006 
The correct answer is: Non-maleficence 


When following the ethical principles of veracity, the healthcare professional should: 


Select one: 


Be fair and treat everyone equitably * 


Be honest and tell the V 
truth Rose Wang (ID:113212) this answer is correct. Veracity is the act of 


telling the truth. 
Be empathetic to the patient's needs * 


Be non judgemental about the patient's decisions ¥ 


Marts for this submission: 1.0/1.0. 
TOPIC: Ethics 


LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 
To identify the appropriate ethical principle involved. 


BACKGROUND: 


Ethics is the science behind distinguishing between right and wrong in human behaviours. There are six main 
ethical principles in pharmacy practice. There is no set order with these principles and one principle does not 
override or take precedence over another. 


Autonomy is the principle that reflects on respecting the patient's choice or free will. This ethical principle 
should involve both a decision to choose and to refuse treatment or action such as dispensing. 


Beneficence is the principle of doing good or promoting the patient's best interest in the decision taken. 


Fidelity is the principle thet states loyalty and keeping true to our words. This principle forms the basis of 
confidentiality as it is our loyal duty to retain personal and confidential information. 


Honesty/veracity is the fourth ethical principle which states we as medical professionals should tell the truth 
without deception or without an intention to mislead. 


Justice is a principle that reflects equity and fairness. This principle is important when looking at how we 
distribute resources and treatments. 


The last ethical principle involves nonmaleficence. This includes doing no harm, preventing harm and 
removing a harm where possible. It is similar to beneficence or doing good for the patient but is an action to 
remove a negative from the patient. 


RATIONALE: 
Correct Answer: 


* Be honest and tell the truth - Veracity is the act of telling the truth. 


Incorrect Answers: 


* Be fair and treat everyone equitably - Treating everyone in a fair and equitable manner is the 
principle of justice. 


+ Be empathetic to the patient's needs - Empathy is not directly related to an ethical principle. 


* Be non-judgemental about the patient's decisions - A non-judgmental attitude is not directly 
related to an ethical principle but it is a helpful attitude to uphold. 


TAKEAWAY/KEY POINTS: 
Veracity is the principle which states loyalty or telling the truth without deception. 


REFERENCE: 


[1] The Canadian Bioethics Companion. Caring for Patients. http://canadianbioethicscompanion.ca/the- 
canadian-bioethics-companion/chapter-2-the-doctor-patient-relationship/ 

[2] Winkelstein P, Byrd GD. A comparative analysis of moral principles and behavioral norms in eight ethical 
codes relevant to health sciences librarianship, medical informatics, and the health professions. J Med Libr 
Assoc. 2014; 102(4): 247-256. doi: 10.3163/1536-5050.102.4.006 


The correct answer is: Be honest and tell the truth 


There is a new prescription for clopidogrel 400 mg PO QID. The pharmacist decides not to intervene 
on the prescription which appears to a higher than usual dose. 


Which ethical principle has been violated? 


Select one: 


Question 5 
ID: 52924 


Corect 


Non- {v 
maleticence Rose Wang (ID:113212) this answer is correct. By not doing anything, the 


pharmacist has put the patient at potential harm. Non-maleficence is to do no harm 
so you have breached this code of ethics. 
Beneficence % 


Autonomy X 
Veracity X 


Marks for this submission: 1.0/1.0. 
TOPIC: Ethics 


LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 
To identify the appropriate ethical principle involved. 


BACKGROUND: 


Ethics is the science behind distinguishing between right and wrong in human behaviours. There are six main 
ethical principles in pharmacy practice. There is no set order with these principles and one principle does not 
override or take precedence over another. 


Autonomy is the principle that reflects on respecting the patient's choice or free will. This ethical principle 
should involve both a decision to choose and to refuse treatment or action such as dispensing. 


Beneficence is the principle of doing good or promoting the patient's best interest in the decision taken. 


Fidelity is the principle thet states loyalty and keeping true to our words. This principle forms the basis of 
confidentiality as it is our loyal duty to retain personal and confidential information. 


Honesty/veracity is the fourth ethical principle which states we as medical professionals should tell the truth 
without deception or without an intention to mislead. 


Justice is a principle that reflects equity and fairness. This principle is important when looking at how we 
distribute resources and treatments. 


The last ethical principle involves non-maleficence. This includes doing no harm, preventing harm and 
removing a harm where possible. It is similar to beneficence or doing good for the patient but is an action to 
remove a negative from the patient. 


RATIONALE: 
Correct Answer: 


* Non-maleficence - By not doing anything, you have put the patient at potential harm. Non- 
maleficence is to do no harm so you have breached this code of ethics. 


Incorrect Answers: 


* Beneficence - Since the pharmacist did not intervene when there is possible harm, they have violated 
non-maleficence, 


+ Autonomy - The patient has not expressed a desire or want so autonomy is not applicable. 


* Veracity - Veracity is truthfulness, which is not violated in this case. 


TAKEAWAY/KEY POINTS: 


By not intervening, the pharmacist has put the patient at potential harm. Non-maleficence is to do no harm 
or remove possible harm which has been violated. 


REFERENCE: 


[1] The Canadian Bioethics Companion. Caring for Patients. http://canadianbioethicscompanion.ca/the- 
canadian-bioethics-companion/chapter-2-the-doctor-patient-relationship/. 

[2] Winkelstein P, Byrd GD. A comparative analysis of moral principles and behavioral norms in eight ethical 
codes relevant to health sciences librarianship, medical informatics, and the health professions. J Med Libr 
Assoc. 2014; 102(4); 247-256. doi: 10.3163/1536-5050.102.4.006 


The correct answer is: Non-maleficence 


Which of the following principles relates to distributing informative pamphlets about ketoacidosis to all 
diabetes patients regardless of income? 


Select one: 
Autonomy * 
Veracity X 
Justice ¥ 


Rose Wang (ID:113212) this answer is correct. Justice is the principle of fair and equal 
distribution of healthcare services and resources. 


Confidentiality % 
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TOPIC: Ethics 


LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 
To identify the appropriate ethical principle involved. 


BACKGROUND: 


Ethics is the science behind distinguishing between right and wrong in human behaviours. There are six main 
ethical principles in pharmacy practice. There is no set order with these principles and one principle does nat 
override or take precedence over another. 


Autonomy is the principle that reflects on respecting the patient's choice or free will. This ethical principle 
should involve both a decision to choose and to refuse treatment or action such as dispensing. 


Beneficence is the principle of doing good or promoting the patient's best interest in the decision taken. 


Fidelity is the principle thet states loyalty and keeping true to our words. This principle forms the basis of 
confidentiality as it is our loyal duty to retain personal and confidential information. 


Honesty/veracity is the fourth ethical principle which states we as medical professionals should tell the truth 
without deception or without an intention to mislead. 


Justice is a principle that reflects equity and fairness. This principle is important when looking at how we 
distribute resources and treatments. 


The last ethical principle involves non-maleficence. This includes doing no harm, preventing harm and 
removing a harm where possible. It is similar to beneficence or doing good for the patient but is an action to 
remove a negative from the patient. 


RATIONALE: 
Correct Answer: 


© Justice- Justice is the principle of fair and equal distribution of healthcare services and resources. 


Incorrect Answers: 
* Autonomy - Autonomy is not a principle related to equality. 
e Veracity - Veracity is the principle of truthfulness, not equality. 


* Confidentiality - Confidentiality pertains to personal health information which is not applicable in this 
case. 


TAKEAWAY/KEY POINTS: 
Justice is the equal distribution of resources, regardless of income, age, gender etcetera. 


REFERENCE: 


[1] The Canadian Bioethics Companion. Caring for Patients. http://canadianbioethicscompanion.ca/the- 
canadian-bioethics-companion/chapter-2-the-doctor-patient-relationship/. 


[2] Winkelstein P, Byrd GD. A comparative analysis of moral principles and behavioral norms in eight ethical 
codes relevant to health sciences librarianship, medical informatics, and the health professions. J Med Libr 
Assoc. 2014; 102(4): 247-256. doi: 10.3163/1536-5050.102.4.006 


The correct answer is: Justice 


BK comes into your clinic and states she has a new medication for mirtazapine that her physician 
prescribed her for sleep. During counselling, you mention that the medication is part of a class called 
antidepressants. BK then perks up and states she is not "depressed" and wants to know why the 
physician prescribed this medication. 


Educating BK on the class of medication upholds which of the following ethical principles? 


Select one: 
Justice * 
Veracity Y 

Rose Wang (ID:113212) this answer is correct. Veracity is the principle of truthfulness 
and speaking without deception. Stating this medication is an antidepressant is being 
truthful to BK. 

Beneficence 8 


Fidelity * 


Marks for this submission: 1.0/1.0. 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 
To identify the appropriate ethical principle involved. 


BACKGROUND: 


Ethics is the science behind distinguishing between right and wrong in human behaviours. There are six main 
ethical principles in pharmacy practice. There is no set order with these principles and one principle does not 
override or take precedence over another. 


Autonomy is the principle that reflects on respecting the patient's choice or free will. This ethical principle 
should involve both a decision to choose and to refuse treatment or action such as dispensing. 


Beneficence is the principle of doing good or promoting the patient's best interest in the decision taken. 


Fidelity is the principle that states loyalty and keeping true to our words. This principle forms the basis of 
confidentiality as it is our loyal duty to retain personal and confidential information. 


Honesty/veracity is the fourth ethical principle which states we as medical professionals should tell the truth 
without deception or without an intention to mislead. 


Justice is a principle that reflects equity and fairness. This principle is important when looking at how we 
distribute resources and treatments. 


The last ethical principle involves non-maleficence. This includes doing no harm, preventing harm and 
removing a harm where possible. It is similar to beneficence or doing good for the patient but is an action to 
remove a negative from the patient. 


RATIONALE: 
Correct Answer: 


e Veracity - Veracity is the principle of truthfulness and speaking without deception. Stating this 
medication is an antidepressant is being truthful to BK. 


Incorrect Answers: 


Justice - Justice is the equal distribution of resources, which is not applicable in this case. 


Beneficence - Although counselling is providing a benefit to the patient, this is not what the case is 
referring to. 


Fidelity - Fidelity is being loyal to patients. The question refers to the specific counselling piece which 
is more akin to veracity. 


TAKEAWAY/KEY POINTS: 


Veracity is being truthful to patients. If the pharmacist told her it is in a class of medications used for sleep, 
there is deception involved. 


REFERENCE: 


[1] The Canadian Bioethics Companion. Caring for Patients. http://canadianbioethicscompanion.ca/the- 
canadian-bioethics-companion/chapter-2-the-doctor-patient-relationship/. 

[2] Winkelstein P, Byrd GD. A comparative analysis of moral principles and behavioral norms in eight ethical 
codes relevant to health sciences librarianship, medical informatics, and the health professions. J Med Libr 
Assoc. 2014; 102(4): 247-256. doi: 10.3163/1536-5050.102.4.006 


The correct answer is: Veracity 


A psychiatrist wants to prescribe a medication but is afraid that the patient will not take the 
treatment if the side effects are discussed. 


By potentially wanting to withhold key medication information, which ethical principle is upheld in the 
psychiatrist's thought process? 


Select one: 
Beneficencew 
Autonomy ® 


Veracity X% 7 
Rose Wang (ID:113212) this answer is incorrect. Veracity is violated in this case. 


Non-maleficence X% 


Marks for this submission: 0.0/1.0. 
TOPIC: Ethics 


LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 
To identify the appropriate ethical principle involved. 


BACKGROUND: 


Ethics is the science behind distinguishing between right and wrong in human behaviours. There are six main 
ethical principles in pharmacy practice. There is no set order with these principles and one principle does not 
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Autonomy is the principle that reflects on respecting the patient's choice or free will. This ethical principle 
should involve both a decision to choose and to refuse treatment or action such as dispensing. 


Beneficence is the principle of doing good or promoting the patient's best interest in the decision taken. 


Fidelity is the principle that states loyalty and keeping true to our words. This principle forms the basis of 
confidentiality as it is our loyal duty to retain personal and confidential information. 


Honesty/veracity is the fourth ethical principle which states we as medical professionals should tell the truth 
without deception or without an intention to mislead. 


Justice is a principle that reflects equity and fairness. This principle is important when looking at how we 
distribute resources and treatments. 


The last ethical principle involves non-maleficence. This includes doing no harm, preventing harm and 
removing a harm where possible. It is similar to beneficence or doing good for the patient but is an action to 
remove a negative from the patient. 


RATIONALE: 
Correct Answer: 


e Beneficence - The physician wants the patient to benefit from the medication but is afraid if all the 
information is given to the patient, the patient will not take the medication, therefore, the physician 
believes that he is acting in the best interest of the patient so that the patient can benefit from 


therapy. 


Incorrect Answers: 
© Autonomy - There is no stated patient desire or wish so autonomy is not involved in this case. 
© Veracity - Veracity is violated in this case. 


+ Non-maleficence - Non-maleficence involves removing possible harm. If the psychiatrist 
discontinued a medication that was increasing thoughts of suicide, this would then apply. 


TAKEAWAY/KEY POINTS: 


Withholding information that would lead to a beneficial outcome for the patient is considered benevolent. 
The process of withholding, although violates veracity, upholds beneficence. 


REFERENCE: 


[1] The Canadian Bioethics Companion. Caring for Patients. http://canadianbioethicscompanion.ca/the- 
canadian-bioethics-companion/chapter-2-the-doctor-patient-relationship/. 

[2] Winkelstein P, Byrd GD. A comparative analysis of moral principles and behavioral norms in eight ethical 
codes relevant to health sciences librarianship, medical informatics, and the health professions. J Med Libr 
Assoc. 2014; 102(4): 247-256. doi: 10.3163/1536-5050.102.4.006 


The correct answer is: Beneficence 


Without consent, the release of tax forms to family members falls under which violated ethical principle? 


Select one: 
Non-maleficence X 
Beneficence ¥ 
Fidelity V. 

Rose Wang (ID:113212) this answer is correct. Confidentiality and the release of private 
information falls under the principle of fidelity. 


Autonomy % 


Mars for this submission: 1.0/1.0. 
TOPIC: Ethics 


LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 
To identify the appropriate ethical principle involved. 


BACKGROUND: 


Ethics is the science behind distinguishing between right and wrong in human behaviours. There are six main 
ethical principles in pharmacy practice. There is no set order with these principles and one principle does not 
override or take precedence over another. 


Autonomy is the principle that reflects on respecting the patient's choice or free will. This ethical principle 
should involve both a decision to choose and to refuse treatment or action such as dispensing. 


Beneficence is the principle of doing good or promoting the patient's best interest in the decision taken. 


Fidelity is the principle that states loyalty and keeping true to our words. This principle forms the basis of 
confidentiality as it is our loyal duty to retain personal and confidential information. Releasing tax reports or a 
medication profile to a family member, although living at the same address falls under this ethical principle. 
Since there is no age of consent set out by the Ontario College of Pharmacists, the pharmacist needs to use 
their professional judgment in order to determine whether or not to release information without consent. 
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without deception or without an intention to mislead. 


Justice is a principle that reflects equity and fairness. This principle is important when looking at how we 
distribute resources and treatments. 


The last ethical principle involves non-maleficence. This includes doing no harm, preventing harm and 
removing a harm where possible. It is similar to beneficence or doing good for the patient but is an action to 
remove a negative from the patient. 


RATIONALE: 
Correct Answer: 


© Fidelity - Confidentiality and the release of private information falls under the principle of fidelity. 


Incorrect Answers: 
* Non-maleficence - The release of confidential information does not apply to nan-maleficence. 
* Beneficence - The release of confidential information does not apply to beneficence 


e Autonomy - Autonomy is related to the patient's wish, which may be upheld when information is 
released, but not if the owner of the information does not consent. 


TAKEAWAY/KEY POINTS: 
Confidentiality falls under the principle of fidelity and staying loyal to patients. 


REFERENCE: 


[1] The Canadian Bioethics Companion. Caring for Patients. http://canadianbioethicscompanion.ca/the- 
canadian-bioethics-companion/chapter-2-the-doctor-patient-relationship/. 

[2] Winkelstein P, Byrd GD. A comparative analysis of moral principles and behavioral norms in eight ethical 
codes relevant to health sciences librarianship, medical informatics, and the health professions. J Med Libr 
Assoc. 2014; 102(4): 247-256. doi: 10.3163/1536-5050.102.4.006 


The correct answer is: Fidelity 


THE NEXT 2 QUESTIONS INCLUSIVE REFER TO THE FOLLOWING CASE: 


JU is a 34 year old male who is part of the Jehovah's Witnesses denomination. JU was recently in an 
auto accident and requires a blood transfusion to improve his health outcome. As part of his beliefs, 
he refuses the blood transfusion. The physician has informed JU of the consequences of denying this 
treatment but does not order the transfusion. 


Which of the following ethical principles is being upheld by the physician by not proceeding with the 
transfusion? 


Select one: 
Veracity X 
‘Rose Wang (ID:113212) this answer is incorrect. Veracity or the principle of truthfulness 
is not directly applied to this case. 
Justice X 


Beneficence ® 
Autonomy Y 


Marks for this submission: 0.0/1.0. 
TOPIC: Ethics 


LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 
To identify the appropriate ethical principle involved. 


BACKGROUND: 


Ethics is the science behind distinguishing between right and wrong in human behaviours. There are six main 
ethical principles in pharmacy practice. There is no set order with these principles and one principle does not 
override or take precedence over another. 


Autonomy is the principle that reflects on respecting the patient's choice or free will. This ethical principle 
should involve both a decision to choose and to refuse treatment or action such as dispensing. The decision 
of the patient to not receive the transfusion is the autonomy of this patient and is being upheld by the 
physician in care 


Beneficence is the principle of doing good or promoting the patient's best interest in the decision taken. 


Fidelity is the principle that states loyalty and keeping true to our words. This principle forms the basis of 
confidentiality as it is our loyal duty to retain personal and confidential information. 


Honesty/veracity is the fourth ethical principle which states we as medical professionals should tell the truth 
without deception or without an intention to mislead. 


Question 10 


10: 52389 


Justice is a principle that reflects equity and fairness. This principle is important when looking at how we 
distribute resources and treatments. 


The last ethical principle involves nonmaleficence. This includes doing no harm, preventing harm and 
removing a harm where possible. It is similar to beneficence or doing good for the patient but is an action to 
remove a negative from the patient. 


RATIONALE: 
Correct Answer: 


* Autonomy - Autonomy is the respect for the patient's choice, which is being followed by the 
physician. 


Incorrect Answers: 
* Veracity - Veracity or the principle of truthfulness is not directly applied to this case. 
© Justice - Justice is the principle of equal healthcare distribution which is not being violated in this case. 


œ Beneficence - Beneficence, in this case, would be providing a transfusion for the benefit of the 
patient's health. 


TAKEAWAY/KEY POINTS: 


The physician is upholding the patient's autonomy by not providing the transfusion as per the patient's 
choice. 


REFERENCE: 


[1] The Canadian Bioethics Companion. Caring for Patients. http://canadianbioethicscompanion.ca/the- 
canadian-bioethics-companion/chapter-2-the-doctor-patient-relationship/. 

[2] Winkelstein P, Byrd GD. A comparative analysis of moral principles and behavioral norms in eight ethical 
codes relevant to health sciences librarianship, medical informatics, and the health professions. J Med Libr 
Assoc. 2014; 102(4): 247-256. doi: 10.3163/1536-5050.102.4.006 


The correct answer is: Autonomy 


Which of the following ethical principles is being violated by the physician by restricting a beneficial 
treatment? 


Select one: 


Veracity X 
Fidelity * 


Beneficence' w 
Rose Wang (ID:113212) this answer is correct. The physician is not providing a 


possibly life-saving procedure and is violating this principle. 


Altruism * 


Marks for this submission: 1.0/1.0, 


TOPIC: Ethics 


LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 
To identify the appropriate ethical principle involved. 


BACKGROUND: 


Ethics is the science behind distinguishing between right and wrong in human behaviours. There are six main 
ethical principles in pharmacy practice. There is no set order with these principles and one principle does not 
override or take precedence over another. 


Autonomy is the principle that reflects on respecting the patient's choice or free will. This ethical principle 
should involve both a decision to choose and to refuse treatment or action such as dispensing. 


Beneficence is the principle of doing good or promoting the patient's best interest in the decision taken. In 
this case, the physician is withholding a beneficial treatment by respecting the patient's autonomy. 


Fidelity is the principle that states loyalty and keeping true to our words. This principle forms the basis of 
confidentiality as it is our loyal duty to retain personal and confidential information. 


Honesty/veracity is the fourth ethical principle which states we as medical professionals should tell the truth 
without deception or without an intention to mislead. 


Justice is a principle that reflects equity and fairness. This principle is important when looking at how we 
distribute resources and treatments. 


The last ethical principle involves nonmaleficence. This includes doing no harm, preventing harm and 
removing a harm where possible. It is similar to beneficence or doing good for the patient but is an action to 
remove a negative from the patient. 


RATIONALE: 


Correct Answer: 


Question 11 
1D: 52928 
Incorrect 

Fag question 


ie 


e Beneticence - Ine physician ıs not providing a possibly life-saving procedure and 1s violating this. 
principle. 


Incorrect Answers: 
* Veracity - Veracity is not being violated as he conveyed the truth (consequences) to the patient. 
* Fidelity - Fidelity is not being violated es the physician is remaining loyal to the patient. 


* Altruism - Altruism is not one of the 6 biomedical ethical principles. 


TAKEAWAY/KEY POINTS: 


The physician is upholding a beneficial treatment that may provide benefit to the patient. He/she is violating 
the principle of beneficence. 


REFERENCE: 


[1] The Canadian Bioethics Companion. Caring for Patients. http://canadianbioethicscompanion.ca/the- 
canadian-bioethics-companion/chapter-2-the-doctor-patient-relationship/. 


[2] Winkelstein P, Byrd GD. A comparative analysis of moral principles and behavioral norms in eight ethical 
codes relevant to health sciences librarianship, medical informatics, and the health professions. J Med Libr 
Assoc. 2014; 102(4): 247-256. doi: 10.3163/1536-5050.102.4.006 


The correct answer is: Beneficence 


Which of the following statements is LEAST aligned with the principle of beneficence? 


Select one: 
Providing a liquid formulation to a patient that cannot swallow tablets % 
Installing tall man lettering in the pharmacy to prevent medication errors Y 


Learning simple phrases in a foreign X 
language commonly in the 
community you are working in 


Rose Wang (ID:113212) this answer is incorrect. This 
relates to beneficence as you are completing a task that 
may improve patients’ health outcomes. 


Applying an auxiliary label to a medication that should be taken with food for increased absorption % 


Marks for this submission: 0.0/1.0. 
TOPIC: Ethics 


LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 


To understand beneficence as an ethical principle. 


BACKGROUND: 


Ethics is the science behind distinguishing between right and wrong in human behaviours. There are six main 
ethical principles in pharmacy practice. There is no set order with these principles and one principle does not 
override or take precedence over another. 


Autonomy is the principle that reflects on respecting the patient's choice or free will. This ethical principle 
should involve both a decision to choose and to refuse treatment or action such as dispensing. 


Beneficence is the principle of doing good or promoting the patient's best interest in the decision taken. It is 
an actionable process that may provide a benefit to a patient. 


Fidelity is the principle that states loyalty and keeping true to our words. This principle forms the basis of 
confidentiality as it is our loyal duty to retain personal and confidential information. 


Honesty/veracity is the fourth ethical principle which states we as medical professionals should tell the truth 
without deception or without an intention to mislead. 


Justice is a principle that reflects equity and fairness. This principle is important when looking at how we 
distribute resources and treatments. 


The last ethical principle involves non-maleficence. This includes doing no harm, preventing harm and 
removing a harm where possible. It is similar to beneficence or doing good for the patient but is an action to 
remove a negative from the patient. This principle relates to beneficence but is more aligned with reducing 
harm versus providing a benefit. 


RATIONALE: 
Correct Answer: 


* Installing tall man lettering in the pharmacy to prevent medication errors - Preventing harm is 
more aligned with non-maleficence. 


Incorrect Answers: 


* Providing a liquid formulation to a patient that cannot swallow tablets - Switching formulations 
for better adherence is being of benefit to the patient and is therefore aligned with beneficence. 


* Learning simple phrases in a foreign language commonly in the community you are working in 
- This relates to beneficence as you are completing a task that may improve patients’ health 
outcomes. 


* Applying an auxiliary label to a medication that should be taken with food for increased 


absorption - Applying a label is an action for the benefit of the patient which is beneficence. 


TAKEAWAY/KEY POINTS: 
Non-maleficence is the principle of doing no harm, beneficence is the principle of doing good. 


REFERENCE: 


[1] The Canadian Bioethics Companion. Caring for Patients. http://canadianbioethicscompanion.ca/the- 
canadian-bioethics-companion/chapter-2-the-doctor-patient-relationship/. 


[2] Winkelstein P, Byrd GD. A comparative analysis of moral principles and behavioral norms in eight ethical 
codes relevant to health sciences librarianship, medical informatics, and the health professions. J Med Libr 
Assoc. 2014; 102(4): 247-256. doi: 10.3163/1536-5050.102.4.006 


The correct answer is: Installing tall man lettering in the pharmacy to prevent medication errors 
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